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judicial appointments the Assembly was organising the
law-courts on a republican model. But it was scarcely
to be expected that Mirabeau would support a measure
intended to strengthen the hands of a minister whom
he believed to be not less fatal to France than hostile to
himself; while as regards the appointment of the judges
he contents himself in his speech with a verbal triumph
over Maury, and is careful to express no opinion what-
ever on the merits of the question. He ended, indeed,
with the remarkable and enigmatic words : "I have not
taken part in the previous debate, partly because I
mistrust my judgment, partly because I have formed
other views on this subject, suitable to other seasons
and circumstances."

In the spring of 1790 anarchy and violence, which
for a time had abated, were more than ever rampant in
the provinces. The extreme party was more violent
and more influential in the Assembly. The Count of
Mercy urged the king and queen to have recourse to
Mirabeau. La Marck was summoned from Belgium to
conduct the negotiations with his friend. Everything
was to be secret. The ministers were to know nothing
of the treaty between the Court and their enemy. A
private interview convinced Mercy that the orator had
both the power and the will to serve the king. La
Marck's reiterated assurances that his friend had taken
no part in the events of October 5 and 6, if they did
not remove, at least mitigated the repugnance of Marie
Antoinette.

At the request of Lewis XVI. Mirabeau wrote a
political confession of faith. He protested that he was
a royalist from confidence in the character and sympathy